
June 2024

Monthly Report



June 2024
Introduction & Contents

Sign up to our mailing list to
receive these updates!www.project-play.org

Project Play is a grassroots NGO that aims to provide safe spaces for children on the
move in northern France to play, learn and be themselves. 

Updates, News & Observations

Our Activities

Key figures: number of sessions run, children worked with and hours of play facilitated.
News relevant to the UK-France border, and our observations relating to the impact of border
policies on children’s rights.

Update on our service: our monthly themes
Activities spotlight! Our favourite activities from this month and how we design sessions to
support key developmental outcomes for the children we work with.

What Can You Do?

Further information, contact details and avenues to support us / get involved.

In this report:

Project Play is a registered French Association, No: W594012083.  We also operate under forRefugees, UK Charity No: 1168435. 
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The 11th June marked the UN’s first International Day of Play. On this day, we joined with partner
organisations across 3 continents to celebrate the importance of play, but also to open up

conversations about the barriers far too many children face to accessing this right - on the 
UK-France border and further afield.

Play is the cornerstone of childhood, supporting social, cognitive, physical and emotional 
development. It is not a luxury - it is a right, and fundamental to the lives of all children. Yet, 

the children we work with have no access to safe spaces to play, instead facing regular violence and
being forced to undertake life threatening journeys to safety. We urgently need an end to hostile

border policies that inflict violence on so many children, and prevent them from accessing their rights.
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Both France and the UK have signed and ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,
meaning they have the obligation to respect, protect and fulfill the rights within it. Instead, they

pursue hostile border policies which prevent children on the move from accessing their rights.

Contact us:
advocacy@project-play.orgwww.project-play.org/take-action
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Our advocacy extends to all children subject to
violence and rights violations. We’ve partnered
with Hope and Play, who work to bring play to

children in Gaza. These children face
displacement, loss and trauma - day in and day
out. Follow and support Hope & Play to enable
them to continue bringing small moments of joy

amidst the ongoing genocide.
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Last month, we again had a high number of
disclosures from children in regards to police

violence during crossing attempts. A number of
children spoke about the teargas being used against

them, and two children sustained injuries to their
limbs. Seeking asylum is a human right - no-one

should be forced to risk their lives to access safety.

For children who live in informal living sites, there is no state provided water, food or sanitation
facilities. This prevents them from accessing basic necessities to live healthily and in dignity. As the
weather gets warmer, we have observed an increased number of children telling us that they are

thirsty. Last month, we also had a number of children reporting that they were extremely hungry. The
living site itself has no waste disposal facilities, and our team noted that there was often broken glass,

rubbish and other debris close to where we set up.
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Our Activities

www.project-play.org/our-work Contact us:
info@project-play.org
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We endeavour to create a safe space for children in which we facilitate free and

imaginative play, with a focus on cooperation and collaboration. Our aim is to minimize the

impact of toxic stress within children on the move and  to foster a sense of identity, agency

and increased self-worth for the children we support. 

This month, we explored: 

Our activities are designed to support key developmental outcomes for the children we
work with. Some of our favourite activities this month:

In the first week of June, Project Play and its friends decided to celebrate once more the beauty of play
and life. We dedicated this week’s activities to carnival’s celebrations. 
In each location, we brought a mural in which we drew some humans, after this, kids had to create and
design carnival dresses for each character. This was a super stimulative activity which encouraged kids
to use their creativity, as well as giving them full autonomy in the creation process. We then created
beautiful masks, played musical chairs, face paint and celebrated some cultures with henna making.
Finally, we had a blast while creating beautiful bunting and decorating a massive cardboard crocodile!
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After a week of music, dancing and

celebration, we decided to center our

activities on community and friendship.

In the past, this theme has been succesfull

and appreciated by families and kids

because of its powerful impact.

We stimulated identity and self-esteem

with the creation of small paper humans.

These creation then became part of a big

human chain which fostered a sense of

community. Then, we stimulated the

children’s creativity by proposing a

collaborative tree painting. 

During the third week of June, we choose “Around the world” as a
theme. June has been a busy month, and we’ve encountered kids from
many different countries. For this reason, we decided to celebrate
their identities and the beauty of diversity. A super succesfull craft
that engaged kids of all ages, was a collaborative earth mosaic. Each
kid glued different coloured pieces on the globe and finally added a
heart shape where they wrote their country of origin and words in
their language. It was a super interactive moment, full of
collaboration and friendship making. It was beautiful to see kids
teaching each other words from their language and playing music from
their countries. 

In June, we were blessed by some amazing sunny days. Therefore,

we decided to do some activities related to the beloved summer

season. 

We had so much fun while creating some paper sunglasses. This

craft stimulated creativity and confidence. Together with this, we

created some super cool fans. This craft was not only useful to be

fresh in very hot days, but also light to carry. 

 Finally, we created an amazing sensory experience while making

some jelly fishes out of different recycled materials. It was beautiful

to do it, and super relaxing to see. 
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What Can You Do?

Sign up to our mailing list to
receive this updates.www.project-play.org

Stay in Touch!

Donate

Engage

Thank you for reading our monthly updates! We couldn’t do what we do without the support of
amazing people like you. If you’d like to get involved:

Sign up to our newsletter to receive these updates straight to your

inbox each month.

Follow us on social media:

@projectplayfrance @projectplayfrance @projectplay7

We rely on donations to keep playing. If you can, please consider:

Making a one-off donation Joining our community of
monthly donors

Your voice counts. If you’d like to learn more

about life for children on the move, and how you

can take action, click here.

Would you like to join our team? We’re always

on the look out for motivated people to help us

with our work! Click here to find out more.
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Thank You!
Visit: 

project-play.org/our-advocacy-work

Contact our advocacy team:
advocacy@project-play.org

Visit: 
project-play.org/our-work

Contact our ground team:
info@project-play.org

For more info on our updates & observations: For more info on our activities:
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