September 2024

Monthly Report



D

Introduction & Contents fojectp\??\

Project Play is a grassroots NGO working to create safe spaces for children on the move
in northern France to play, learn and grow.

In this report:

« Key figures: number of sessions run, children worked with and hours of play facilitated.
« News relevant to the UK-France border, and our observations relating to the impact of border
policies on children’s rights.

Our Activities

« Update on our service: our monthly themes
« Activities spotlight! Our favourite activities from this month and how we design sessions to
support key developmental outcomes for the children we work with.

What Can You Do?

« Further information, contact details and avenues to support us / get involved.
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Updates, News, and Observations

WE CARRIED OUT WE WORKED WITH WE PLAYED FOR
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SESSIONS CHILDREN HOURS

Both France and the UK have signed and ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,
meaning they have the obligation to respect, protect and fulfill the rights within it. Instead, they
pursue hostile border policies which prevent children on the move from accessing their rights.

Mental and Emotional Wellbeing

Many of the children we work with are trauma experienced, as a result of the journeys they've had
to undertake and the reasons they were forced to move in the first place. Instead of being able to
access safety and security, in northern France they are exposed to further physical and
psychological harm - as a result of prolonged instability, regular police violence and the living

conditions they are forced to endure. \\

This manifests in their behaviour - many children struggle to emotionally regulate, communicate

violently or are inconsolably upset. It also manifests in their play, which many children use to act e
out their experiences, including depicting police violence, teargas, weaponry and drownings. P“\q-,?‘ &e("'
No child should be exposed to such harm. Yet, instead of safeguarding children from violence koﬁ\q\

and instability, the governments of the UK and France pursue hostile policies which perpetuate it.

“aord ° )
2550 Standards of Living
\
v J For children who live in informal living sites, there is no state provided water, food or sanitation

facilities. This prevents them from accessing basic necessities to live healthily and in dignity. This month,
\ we worked with a high number of children who were not able to access clean clothes, appropriate
shoes or layers to protect against the weather, putting them at risk of ill health.

Access to Education

Many of the children we work with have been out of education for prolonged periods of time - as a
result of the long journeys they have had to make to reach safety, and policies which prevent them \’\

from accessing education systems in transit countries. Education is a fundamental right for all children \&t@
- missing out on it can impact children’s development, confidence and place them at a disadvantage in Q')Q, &
the future. Many of the children we work with tell us how they miss school, and show a real desire P‘")'ZA&&

to learn - this month, we facilitated a number of sessions involving Maths and English classes.
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Updates, News, and Observations

This month, at least 21 people were killed seeking safety in the UK - making 2024 the deadliest
year in the Channel in over a decade. It is also the deadliest by far for children, with more
children killed in the last nine months than in the previous four years combined.

The hostile policies which uphold our deadly border system epitomise a politics devoid of humanity.
In this month's report, we look at why these policies are leading to deaths on our
border, and why we urgently need change.

Access to Asylum in the UK

Seeking asylum is a fundamental human right, protected in international law. No-one should have to risk
their lives to access this right. Yet, safe routes to claiming asylum in the UK are increasingly
inaccessible for those who need them: refugee visa schemes are_only available to a small minority of
people, from very specific backgrounds and nationalities, and other systems which enable safe passage,
such as family reunification, have been shown to be inadequate, restrictive and deeply complex to navigate.

The only other option left for people seeking safety in the UK is to reach the country themselves - taking
dangerous journeys to do so. Instead of ensuring that no-one is forced into this position, the UK Government
relentlessly pursues hostile legislation which criminalises people making such journeys, and funds
securitisation action in France which makes the journeys themselves more dangerous.

State Violence in France

Funded by the UK, the French authorities enact policies of violence against people on the move - both as
they live in limbo in the north of France, and as they attempt to cross the channel. Regular ‘evictions’ of
living sites see people exposed to mental and physical violence, and personal belongings - including tents
and sleeping bags - stolen. During crossing attempts, police use teargas and weapons against people
trying to get into boats. This year, we've worked with children as young as 2 who have been injured as
a result of teargas. Children have told us of the police stabbing their boats, and the boats filling up
with water. This exposes children, many of whom are already trauma experienced, to further physical
and psychological harm - something we observe in their behaviour on nearly every session we run.

We stand in solidarity with all those forced to risk their lives seeking safety. As long as there is a need,
we will continue to strengthen our service to ensure that children on the move in northern France have
access to spaces to play, relax and process their emotions - and we will continue to advocate for change.

The Groupe Déceés work to support families of those killed on the UK-France Border - if
you'd like to support their vital work, you can do so here: Learn more and support
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Our Activities 'g"ojectp\i\

We endeavour to create a safe space for children in which we facilitate free and imaginative play,
with a focus on cooperation and collaboration, minimizing the impact of toxic stress and to fostering a

sense of identity and agency. We organise activities based on weekly themes - this month, we
explored:

STORYTELLING

Storytelling

The month of September in Project Play started with one of our most successful themes: storytelling.

The kids joining our sessions had an amazing time while creating their own characters and stages using
recycled materials, to then invent a story and narrate it to us. These crafts were amazing in stimulating
imagination and creativity. Additionally, the creation of their own character stimulated self-esteem,
confidence and identity. Then, we used playdough to create various characters and create a story.
Together with this, we did face painting and used fancy dresses during free play. Storytelling is a great
theme, because it allows kids to express their emotions, process what they are experiencing and to develop
their sense of identity.

Contact us:

f IR 4 www.project-play.org/our-work info@project s ore
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Our Activities

Magic

After the storytelling week, we decided to bring some magic
to our sessions! Our magical kids constantly asked for slime,
so we made slime adding glitter, colour and beads to it. Slime
is one of the activities which always goes down so well - it is
not only a fantastic sensory experience, but also a good
way to train fine motor skills and coordination.

Then, we created personalised wizard sticks and hats that
kids could take with them to bring magic memories with them.
These crafts stimulated imagination and self expression.
This week was also a great occasion to do some experiments.
We did some lava lamp jars by mixing oil, food colouring and
water, as well as invisible ink painting by using lemon and

baking soda. So much fun!

- We said goodbye to the month of

.~ stimulate fine motor skills and to help kids

{( paint. It was fun to work together!

Bugs

On the third week of September, we dedicated some time to the theme of bugs
and insects. Learning about nature and playing with it is beneficial for
children’'s emotional and physical development. Amongst the various
activities, we did two collaborative activities: a big grass mural full of different
bugs, and a net in which each child contribute their own personalised spider.
Everyone loved learning about creepy crawlies!

Monsters

September by playing with monsters.
Amongst the activities we did, paper masks
and monster balloons were stacks of fun!

We also worked together on a mural where
the children had to blow-paint some funny

monsters. Blow painting is a good activity to

in manipulating their breath to control the

WWwWw.project-play.org/our-work e
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What Can You Do?

Thank you for reading our monthly updates! We couldn’t do what we do without the support of
amazing people like you. If you'd like to get involved:

Stay in Touch!

Follow us on social media:

0 . J

Sign up to our newsletter to receive these updates straight to your

inbox each month.

Donate

We rely on donations to keep playing. If you can, please consider:

VY
= |

Joining our community of -
monthly donors :

o

Making a one-off donation

Engage

7 Your voice counts. If you'd like to learn more
-

about life for children on the move, and how you

-—

can take action, click here.

Would you like to join our team? We're always
ﬂ ﬂ on the look out for motivated people to help us

with our work! Click here to find out more.

Sign up to our mailing list to

WWW.prOjeCt-kaY-Org receive this updates.
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Thank You!

For more info on our updates & observations: For more info on our activities:
Visit: Visit:
project-play.org/our-advocacy-work project-play.org/our-work
Contact our advocacy team: Contact our ground team:

info@project-play.org
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