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Project Play is a grassroots NGO that aims to provide safe spaces for children on the
move in northern France to play, learn and be themselves.
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In this report:

Updates, News & Observations

« Key figures: number of sessions run, children worked with and hours of play facilitated.
« News relevant to the UK-France border, and our observations relating to the impact of border
policies on children’s rights.

Our Activities

« Update on our service: our monthly themes
« Activities spotlight! Our favourite activities from this month and how we design sessions to
support key developmental outcomes for the children we work with.

What Can You Do?

« Further information, contact details and avenues to support us / get involved.
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https://www.facebook.com/projectplayfrance/
http://instagram.com/projectplayfrance
https://twitter.com/ProjectPlay7
https://www.project-play.org/sign-up-to-our-mailing-list
https://www.project-play.org/sign-up-to-our-mailing-list

Updates, News, and Observations

WE CARRIED OUT WE WORKED WITH WE PLAYED FOR
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SESSIONS CHILDREN HOURS

Both France and the UK have signed and ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,
meaning they have the obligation to respect, protect and fulfill the rights within it. Instead, they
pursue hostile border policies which prevent children on the move from accessing their rights.

Living Standards

The environments that children are living in do not meet basic requirements of sanitation,
privacy, or safety. Evidence of this was highlighted this month with several incidences of \
children toileting outdoors in open spaces and behind bushes.
In April, our volunteers have once again noted that many children were wearing dirty . “‘\o
and inadequate clothing. With limited donations, NGOs providing clothing often did not A,\b‘-vf‘%d
have enough supplies for the children. prv

/ \\ Emotional Wellbeing

A.27: Adeq“d‘e Many children seemed extremely tired and often became visibly upset during play

Living Swndﬂfas sessions. Of course, it is normal for children to have trouble self-soothing sometimes. Yet

our volunteers are noticing an exceedingly high number of children who are reaching

high levels of emotional distress and are unable to regulate their emotions.
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/ With no access to
Disability services \ schooling, educational Wemet1z

This month, we worked with one child who is resources and materials unaccompanied

blind, and another child who is deaf and mute. were popular this month, minors in April.

The state provides no support for children : These figures
with disabilities who are on the move. All who have been showing up appear to b

especially with children

to play sessions for several growing.

children deserve to have their needs met.
weeks.
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http://instagram.com/projectplayfrance
https://twitter.com/ProjectPlay7
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Our Activities ’%jec PO

We endeavour to create a safe space for children in which we facilitate free and
imaginative play, with a focus on cooperation and collaboration. Our aim is to minimize the
impact of toxic stress within children on the move and to foster a sense of identity, agency
and increased self-worth for the children we support.

This month, we explored:
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Our activities are designed to support key developmental outcomes for the children we
work with. Some of our favourite activities this month:

Friendship Week!

Each child decorated their own leaves to then stick onto a collaborative tree. We danced
and played super fun team building games. After writing a story on friendship and
community, each child acted its character in our real life television. We had a blast!
All of these activities were great for our communication, collaboration and creativity.

Contact us:

www.project-play.org/our-work info@project-play.org
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Our Activities

Stone painting

Painting is always greatly appreciated by children. It's an
activity which allows them to express their creativity and
explore colors and its combinations. Together with this, it
is a good way to learn the concept of "sharing is
caring”, while sharing brushes and paint bottles with
their friends. During nature week, we had so much fun
painting stones, and some amazing art pieces came out!

This was fabulous for our fine motor skills and our
collaboration, listening and creative skills.

Magic microphones

Music week was a fantastic opportunity to practice self-
expression and fine motor skills. Using recycled materials, we
created amazing paper plate drums, toilet rolls shakers and, to
conclude, we made some beautiful microphones. To conclude
each session, we engaged in an amazing jam session and had
so much fun dancing and singing all together.
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During our imagination week, apart from designing
incredible costumes and unicorn hats, we gave kids the
opportunity to write their own stories and draw them.

While the youngest kids were creating play dough
characters and acting their stories on an imaginary stage, 7.
older kids designed comics. From one of them, a beautiful
motivational phrase came out: “Learn to love yourself,
you're pretty just the way you are”. These are amazing
examples of confidence development, identity
appreciation and community building.
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What Can You Do? X

Thank you for reading our monthly updates! We couldn’t do what we do without the support of
amazing people like you. If you'd like to get involved:

Stay in Touch!

Follow us on social media:

© .

Sign up to our newsletter to receive these updates straight to your

inbox each month.

Donate

We rely on donations to keep playing. If you can, please consider:

&
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Joining our community of
monthly donors

Making a one-off donation

7 Your voice counts. If you'd like to learn more
: about life for children on the move, and how you
can take action, click here.
Would you like to join our team? We're always
on the look out for motivated people to help us
ﬂ @ with our work! Click here to find out more.

Sign up to our mailing list to

WWW.pI’OjeCt-ple-Org receive this updates.
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Thank You!

For more info on our updates & observations:

Contact our advocacy team
advocacy@project-play.org
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